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Celebrate Our Communities in June! 

Diller Picnic and Odell Community Day are both weekends to join together and support and celebrate 
the communities of Diller and Odell.  See following pages for all the details, activities, and schedules 



“Today’s accomplishments were yesterday’s impossibilities.”—Robert H Schuller 



“Don’t wait for opportunity.  Create it.” 



“If everyone is moving forward together, then success takes care of itself.”—Henry Ford 



“ A c t i o n  i s  t h e  fo u n d a t i o n a l  k ey  t o  a l l  s u c c e s s e s .” — Pa b l o  P i c a s s o  



 



“ S t r i v e  n o t  t o  b e  a  s u c c e s s ,  b u t  t o  b e  o f  v a l u e .” — A l b e r t  E i n s te i n  

OACE Meeting Minutes 
May 13th- 7 pm - Odell Fire Hall 

Amanda Bodfield, Blake & Carly Vitosh, Caleb 
Billesbach, Kelly Burken, Josh & Shannon Novotny 

Minutes from April meeting read and approved 
Treasurer’s Report - Checking balance $ 17,711.49 
Scholarship update- Scholarships awarded to Zach-
ary Warren and Emma Rupprecht, Shannon will re-
mind them that they just need to turn in official tran-
script once classes begin 
Garage Sales - May 4, 8-1 - recap - Overall good 
turnout, no major complaints 
Odell Community Day - June 29, 2024 
Insurance - Carly is working on it and will get paper-
work to village ASAP 
Food trucks - Caleb was going to call around to a 
few different trucks and see who we can get 
Street Dance/beer garden - Corner Bar was han-
dling those details. OACE may help staff the 
gate/cover charge so bar doesn’t have to staff 
Chalk Contest - Robin Klaus/DO Art Club will facili-
tate. Joyce will fill Robin in on details 
Parade - Josh & Shannon will line up and send en-
try order down, Blake will contact Dave about em-
cee duties, Terry Arnold will let us use his PA sys-
tem, Grand Marshal idea - State Bank of Odell, Vet 
Grand Marshal - Earl Adam. An invitation to the 
Grand Marshals will be made by Blake, Carly, and 

Caleb 
Egg Toss - Paul & Joyce will handle 
Basketball & Volleyball tournaments - will contact 
HS coaches and make sure they have everything 
they need 
Kelly volunteered to help with branding, consistency 
of promotional materials, social media presence, 
etc. Discussion of general schedule and layout for 
all event  Next meeting will focus solely on commu-
nity Day 
Funding requests -  
Tanner Nun/Diller Odell FFA - $1000 funding for 
purchase of a dunk tank.  Approved $500 check 
#1686  Tanner Nun arrived at the Fire Hall for unre-
lated business, and while there, answered ques-
tions regarding the funding request. After speaking 
with Tanner, Caleb moved and Blake second to ap-
prove $500   
Odell Public Library - $250 funding for Summer 
Reading supplies.  Blake moved, Caleb second to 
approve $250.  Approved $250 check # 1685 
OACE Officers/Event Chairs for 2025/26 - will be 
continued discussion about leadership moving for-
ward, how many votes for business to be conduct-
ed, etc. 
Next Meeting - Wednesday, June 12th @ 7pm 
at the Odell Fire Hall 



“ T h e  k e y  t o  s u c c e s s  i s  t o  s t a r t  b e f o r e  y o u  a r e  r e a d y . ” — M a r i e  F o r l e o  

The holy women who went to Jesus’ tomb 
early on the morning of the first Easter thought 
they would find a body to anoint; instead they 
found an empty tomb.  For this reason, the Gospel 
tells us, the women “were seized with trembling 
and amazement” (Mark 16:8).  They saw the 
great stone before the tomb rolled away and in-
side a young man in a white robe.  Imagine hear-
ing the words of the angel:  “Do not be afraid!  
You seek Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified.  
He has risen”.  And then this important message: 
“He is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you 
will see him”.  What does this mean, that he will 
go to Galilee and wants the disciples to meet 
them there?                                                                     
For the disciples, going to Galilee meant that Je-
sus was giving them new lives.  They saw it as 
going back to the place where the Lord first 
called them to follow him.  Beginning in Galilee, 
they had followed Jesus. Yet, even though they 
were close followers, they frequently had misun-
derstood his words.  In the face of the cross they 
had abandoned him and fled.  Even so, the Risen 
Lord gives the message that he will go ahead of 
them to Galilee.  It is as if Jesus says to them: 
“Let us start over from where we began.  Let us 
begin anew.  I want you to be with me again, in 
spite of everything”.   We are each called to go to 

Galilee with the risen Lord. Easter teaches us that 
it is always possible to begin anew.  In spite of 
our past, God can create the work of art which he 
has always intended us to be.   The Risen Lord is 
asking his disciples now—us—to go to Galilee.  
Our Galilee is our daily lives, the country roads 
and highways we travel every day.                                                                     
Why does the angel say that the risen Jesus will 
meet with his disciples in Galilee; why not Jeru-
salem or Bethlehem?  Because Galilee is where 
Jesus began his mission; he was first and fore-
most called Jesus of Nazareth.  In Galilee, he first 
brought his message to the excluded ones, to 
those whom the world looked down upon.                                                                                       
Our own Galilee is our normal everyday life.  
Here, Jesus makes himself present in the lives of 
those who share our day, those at home and at 
work, in our neighbors down the road or across 
the street.  In Galilee we learn to find the Risen 
One in the faces of all of our brothers and sisters, 
in our closest loved ones, in strangers, and in 
those who we find to be unlikable.                                                                      
The Lord loves, this we know.  He also likes us, a 
lot.  And he wants us to go to Galilee to be with 
him so that we can be with him forever in heaven. 

Rev. Loras K. Grell 
Pastor of St. Mary Church, Odell 

An Easter Meditation 



S c h o o l  a n d  Y o u t h  N e w s  



Diller-Odell Board of Education                                             
High School Media Center-Odell 

May 13, 2024 
Regular Board Meeting—7:00 pm 

Present:  Paul Kostal, Adam Engelman, Dusty Duis, Stuart Vi-
tosh, Angie Clifford & Kasey Murphy.  Stuart Vitosh was rec-
orded as in attendance after his being appointed to the Board. 
Motion to approve minutes of last meeting made by Adam 
Engelman seconded by Dusty Duis.  Passed with 5 yea, 0 nay. 
Declare a vacancy on the Board of Education due to the death 
of an incumbent; discuss, consider and take all necessary ac-
tion to appoint a replacement member of the board to fill 
unexpired term of the vacant position.  Motion to appoint 
Stuart Vitosh to the vacant Board seat made by Angie Clifford 
and seconded by Kasey Murphy.  Motion passed with 5 yea, 0 
nay.  The Board welcomed Stuart Vitosh to the Board and 
thanked him for his willingness to accept the appointment.   
No student report.  
Principal Mezger reported on the 2024-2025 class schedule, 
assessments, awards ceremonies, graduation, and plans for the 
fall of 2024.   
Motion to approve the purchase of micro bus made by Angie 
Clifford and seconded by Adam Engelman.  Motion passed 
with 6 yea, 0 nay.  Superintendent Meyerle has a 14 passenger 
micro van on order.  It will arrive by September or October.  
This purchased was needed due to the NDE regulation of not 
allowing student use in 12 passenger vans.  Superintendent 
Meyerle traded the two 12 passenger vans.  Schools cannot 
legally remove seats in large vans to limit the capacity to solve 
the issue.  The issue is the size of the vans.  Superintendent 
Meyerle had traded for a Pacifica that meets the needed seat-
ing specifications.   
There are a number of staff that will attend the needed Level I 
training to be able to drive the 14 passenger micro bus.  No 
CDL is required to drive a micro bus.  This will be very help-
ful with activities.   
Motion to approve the use of Wilken’s Architects for design 
of possible elementary entrance remodel for safety and securi-
ty made by Kasey Murphy and seconded by Adam Engelman.  
Motion passed with 6 yea, 0 nay.  The approval of Wilken’s 
Architects is to design the remodel of the elementary entry 
and office area for improved safety and security.  This renova-
tion has been suggested through the annual safety audit.  Once 
Wilkens creates the design, the plans will be put out for bids.   
Superintendent Meyerle reported that the school had been 
awarded $75,000 from the state of Nebraska to be used for 

the upgrade.  Superintendent Meyerle said the school was 
fortunate as it was a competitive grant and many schools re-
ceived $2000. 
Some Board members and administration will meet with the 
Wilken’s staff in June on the remodel plan.  The remodel, if 
approved, would take place in the summer of 2025.  The grant 
money awarded must be used for this specific remodel, and 
not another project.    
Superintendent Meyerle reported that John Denner will resign 
as a full time bus driver at the end of the school year.  He 
remains as a teacher and is willing to sub drive some routes.  
Kristie Sutton will resign as a para at the end of the school 
year.  She will become a full-time driver of a micro bus route 
next fall.   
Principal Mezger provided a written report for the Technolo-
gy update.  
Superintendent Meyerle noted that work was scheduled on 
the track for resurfacing this summer as well as some renova-
tion to the shop floor with flake flooring. 
Motion to accept milk bid from Hiland Dairy as part of the 
Southeastern Milk Cooperative made by Angie Clifford and 
seconded by Adam Engelman.  Motion passed with 6 yea, 0 
nay. 
The Board discussed a school operated day care.  After speak-
ing to our legal counsel and schools that have such programs, 
there would be a great deal of concern about having a school-
run day care program. 
The Administration discussed legislative changes that would 
allow for some 5-year-old attendance in preschool.  The 
school is waiting for policy options from KSB School Law on 
the issue.  Superintendent Meyerle noted that if the program 
was full of 4-year-olds, there would never be space for 5-year-
olds in the program in there are spots available.  We hope to 
have the policy options in June.   
Superintendent Meyerle noted that some school budget items 
are up in the air due to the possible Special Legislative session 
that may be called. 
Motion to approve bills as presented made by Kasey Murphy 
and seconded by Adam Engelman.  Motion passed with 6 yea, 
0 nay.   
Motion to adjourn made by Angie Clifford and seconded by 
Stuart Vitosh.  Passed with 6 yea, 0 nay.   
President Kostal adjourned the meeting at 8:02 pm.  The next 
regular meeting is scheduled for June 11 2024, 7 pm, at Ele-
mentary. 

“Never be limited by other people’s limited imaginations.”—Dr. Mae Jemison 



“Failure is not the opposite of success.  It is part of it.”— 

Subject: Cultivating Growth: Lessons from 
the Garden and Life 
Dear Readers, 
As we continue our journey into intentional 
homesteading and mindful living, I am thrilled to 
share the progress of my first garden. This 
month has been a rewarding experience as I 
picked out and planted my first vegetables. 
Watching them grow has been a source of joy 
and a powerful reminder of the beauty of nurtur-
ing life, both in the garden and within our 
homes. 
The process of selecting the right vegetables 
was both exciting and educational. There was 
fun and joy in walking through the many aisles 
of plants with my spouse and embracing the 
discussion of what to plant. This special, im-
promptu date reminded me that time together 
doesn't have to be planned for months with ros-
es, expensive dinners, and a full face of 
makeup. As long as there is love, you can make 
any moment into a loving memory. Just as our 
relationships need consistent attention, care, 
and the right conditions to thrive, so too does 
our garden. Each day, I eagerly check on the 
garden's progress, marveling at how quickly 
plants develop from tiny sprouts into flourishing 
plants. This daily ritual has become a meditative 
practice, grounding me in the present moment 
and deepening my appreciation for the simple 
yet profound act of growing our food. 
Beyond the personal satisfaction of gardening, 
this experience has also provided an invaluable 
opportunity to teach responsibility to my teenag-
ers. In addition to their responsibilities at home, 
my teenagers are embarking on their first out-
side employment jobs this summer. Balancing 
work, chores, and leisure activities can be chal-

lenging, but it is an essential part of their 
growth. These experiences teach them valuable 
life skills, such as time management, teamwork, 
and the importance of earning and managing 
their own money. The lessons they learn from 
their garden responsibilities mirror those they 
encounter in their jobs, creating a comprehen-
sive education in hard work and dedication. 
We have a full summer calendar of school-
related camps and activities, along with club 
sports activities. Looking at it can be a bit over-
whelming, but the minute that we've made it 
through, I'm left wondering why I second-
guessed at all. This busy schedule helps me 
approach the busyness of life with a different 
mindset, embracing each moment as an oppor-
tunity for growth and connection. 
As I watch my children navigate these new 
roles, I am reminded of the importance of fos-
tering independence and resilience. Just as our 
plants need the right conditions to thrive, so too 
do our teenagers require guidance and support 
as they grow into responsible adults. By provid-
ing them with opportunities to contribute to the 
household and encouraging their first steps into 
the working world, we help them build a strong 
foundation for their future. 
The journey of homesteading and intentional 
living is filled with moments of reflection and 
growth. As we nurture our gardens and our chil-
dren, we are reminded of the profound connec-
tions between tending to the earth and cultivat-
ing a life of purpose and meaning. 
In the coming summer months, I look forward to 
sharing more updates on our garden's progress 
and the lessons we learn along the way. To-
gether, let us continue to embrace the joys and 
challenges of homesteading, finding beauty in 

each small victory and exploring new, 
conventional ways to enrich our 
homesteading experience. 
Thank you for joining me on this jour-
ney of growth and intentional living. 
As we strive for growth in our gardens 
and in our lives, let us remember the 
words of Colossians 2:6-7: "So then, 
just as you received Christ Jesus as 
Lord, continue to live your lives in 
him, rooted and built up in him, 
strengthened in the faith as you were 
taught, and overflowing with thankful-
ness." 
Warm regards,   
Intentional Homestead Homemaker 



Area June Birthdays  

1—Dennis Hennerberg, Ben Scott, & Jesse Smith 

2—Kevin Goldsberry, Gary Koch, & Steven E. Kostal 

3—Mary Jo Bures, Ervin Hennerberg, & Robert Theye 

4—Kaylie Snyder & Elaina Thorp 

5—Ryleigh Holst & Shelly Smith 

6—Kelby Rupprecht & Sarah Stanosheck 

7—Sebastian Engelman, Alexus Gesin, &                                 
Brandi Hennerberg 

9—Justin Larsen & Frank Rupprecht 

10—Kyleigh Barnts, Ron Novotny, &                                
Kaaden Tiemersma 

11—Kathy Arntt, Forest Freitag, & June Johnson 

12—Lea Anne Bogart, Jen Day, Loren Duerksen,                    
Matt Duis, & Jaxon Warnke 

13—Brianna Hajek 

14—Gary Bures, Makayla Koch, Gary Stohs, &                  
Bryston Warren 

15—Lorene Gonzalez Ramirez & Jody Roelfs 

16—Dennis Kenning 

17—Makenna Crook, Dylan Hinrichs, Austin Jurgens,   
Shana Nippert, Remingtyn Sasse, & Maddy Yocum 

18—Kodi Garcia, Cooper Morgan, & Boston Robbins 

19—Marcy Barber, Doug Lottman, & Chris Schluter 

20—Logan Barr, Delayna Craig, Donna Crannell, &                   
Adam Stohs 

21—Darlene Henrichs 

23—Tyson Landenberger, Jesse Scheele,                           
Baileigh Vilda,  & Ed Zarybnicky 

24—Landrey Banahan, Lynn Henrichs, Xavier Jones,                     
Terry Jurgens, Patrick Marlatt, Callan McKinney,                         

Hannah Schnuelle, & Kohen Troxel 

25—Rob Barnts, Jesse Colgrove, John W Faxon,                    
Blake Vitosh, & Lyndi Weers 

26—Harper Mezger 

28—Connie Bures, June Vitosh, & Joyce Kostal 

29—Reagan Carpenter, Carter Craven, & Kyle Leners 

30—Rick Barnts, Elizabeth Blake, Bob Carpenter,                  
Wanda Franken, Cindy Lottman, Dean Rademacher, 

Teghan Rosebaugh, Kathy Schroeder,                                
Easton Thomsen, & Monroe Thomsen 

“The key to success is to focus on goals, not obstacles.” 



“Success doesn’t just find you, you have to go out and get it.” 



“Problems are not stop signs.  They are guidelines.” 


