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Odell Area Community Enrichment 
(OACE) 

OACE is the group that brings you a lot of community 
events & activities.  The group also gives back money 
to the community through scholarships, donations, 
and fundraising for community improvement.  OACE 
meets on the 3rd Monday of each month in the Odell 
Fire Hall @ 7 pm.  The group has to have more at-
tendance at the meetings and volunteer help to keep 
going.  Numbers and interest have dropped and in 
order for the events you enjoy to keep happening, 
they have to have more interest from you and willing-
ness to help out.  Please consider.  Contact Josh or 
Shannon Novotny if you have questions.   

April is Autism Awareness Month.  Autism is more 
common in children than diabetes or childhood 
cancer.  Autism affects 1 in 44 children in America 
and is four times more prevalent in boys than girls.  
Girls can often go undiagnosed due to presenting 
symptoms differently.  Early intervention is key in 
helping live a long, quality life and can ben screened 
as early as 18 months.  See page 5 for some myths 
regarding Autism 

April is Autism Awareness Month 
OACE hosted the Annual Easter Egg Hunt in Odell on 
March 30.  There were approximately 60 kids hunting.  
Above is Luka Kostal and Kinsley Rickley 



“ G r i e f  c h a n g e s  s h a p e ,  b u t  i t  n e v e r  e n d s . ” — K e a n u  R e e v e s  



“Grief takes its own time moving across the landscape of our hearts.’ 



“Embrace your grief, for there your soul will grow.”—Carl Jung 
Intentional Homestead Homemaker (series 
from an anonymous resident) 

Subject: Nurturing Time: Cultivating Presence 
in a Digital Age                                                                         
Hello,                                                                                                                                                                                                          
As I sit down to pen another installment of ex-
ploration into intentional homesteading and 
mindful living, I find myself drawn to a topic that 
permeates our daily existence yet often eludes 
our grasp: time.                                                                                                                                                                                        
In our modern world, time seems both abundant 
and scarce. Abundant, in the sense that technol-
ogy has granted us access to endless streams 
of information, entertainment, and connection. 
Scarce, in the sense that the very same technol-
ogy often consumes our time voraciously, leav-
ing us feeling stretched thin and disconnected 
from the present moment.                                                                   
Reflecting on the past month, I've found myself 
increasingly aware of how technology has en-
croached upon the precious moments of my 
day-to-day life. From the incessant buzzing of 
notifications to the temptation of endless scroll-
ing, it's easy to lose track of time in the digital 
realm.                                                                                    
Yet, as we delve deeper into the practices of in-
tentional homemaking and mindful living, I'm 
reminded of the importance of reclaiming our 
time and attention. Just as we strive to cultivate 
a garden with care and purpose, so too must we 
tend to the garden of our time, nurturing mo-
ments of stillness and presence amidst the con-
stant hum of technology.                                                                           
One intentional shift I've made is prioritizing 
moments of spiritual nourishment by reaching 
for my Bible before my phone each morning. In 
a world buzzing with notifications and distrac-
tions, this simple act of reverence has become 
a grounding ritual, allowing me to center myself 
before diving into the day's tasks. By choosing 
the wisdom of ancient scriptures over the allure 
of digital chatter, I've found a sense of peace 
and clarity that transcends the fleeting pleas-
ures of technology.                                                           
Moreover, I've discovered the joy of immersing 
myself in analog entertainment that keeps me 

away from the screens. One such treasure I've 
stumbled upon is "The Housemaid Series" by 
Freida McFadden. This captivating book series 
has become a delightful read.                                                  
In addition to these mindful pursuits, I'm excited 
to share that I'll be homesteading my first 
above-ground garden this year. This new ven-
ture represents a tangible step towards self-
sufficiency and a deeper connection with the 
land. As I prepare the soil and carefully select 
seeds, I'm reminded of the importance of being 
present in each moment of the gardening pro-
cess, from choosing the right vegetable and 
fruit plants, like garden onions, strawberries, 
and snap peas, to nurturing them as they grow 
and flourish.                                                                          
However, I acknowledge the challenges that 
come with committing to homesteading in a 
world where modern conveniences offer 
shortcuts and save time. It's a hurdle many of 
us face, but one that can be overcome with in-
tention and perseverance. By embracing the 
principles of intentional living and mindful con-
sumption, we can find a balance that allows us 
to enjoy the benefits of modern technology 
while also reaping the rewards of a simpler, 
more connected way of life.                                                     
In closing, I leave you with the words of 1 Timo-
thy 6:17-19:                                                                 
"Command those who are rich in this present 
world not to be arrogant nor to put their hope in 
wealth, which is so uncertain, but to put their 
hope in God, who richly provides us with every-
thing for our enjoyment. Command them to do 
good, to be rich in good deeds, and to be gener-
ous and willing to share. In this way they will lay 
up treasure for themselves as a firm foundation 
for the coming age, so that they may take hold 
of the life that is truly life."                                                           
May these words inspire us to live intentionally, 
to steward our time wisely, and to embrace the 
richness of life that unfolds when we prioritize 
presence over distraction.                                             

,

 



Student of the Month 
The Diller-Odell Elementary                   

February Student of the Month is 
Madison Penner.  Madison is a 

hard worker in the classroom and 
always tries her best.  She comes 

to school with a smile and a              
positive mindset.  She is safe,                 
responsible, and respects the      

Griffin way.  Madison is the 6th 
grade daughter of Tom & Michelle 
Penner. Congratulations Madison! 

S c h o o l  a n d  Y o u t h  N e w s  

April Events @ School 

6—Prom 

8—FFA Meeting @ 7 pm 

9—2nd Grade Field Trip 

10—Hope Crisis Presentation 

11—Jrs ACTs, Soph PreACTs 

17-19—Art Trip to Chicago 

19—Diller-Odell Blood Drive @ Odell CB 

26—FFA Banquet 

29—JH/HS Fine Arts Night @ 7 pm 

May Events @ School 

 1—Senior Sneak 

2—Elementary Fine Arts Night @ 7 pm 

3—5th Grade Field Trip & Last Day for Seniors 

6—Elementary Awards @ 2:30 pm; 

HS Awards @ 7 pm 

7—K-2 Field Day 

9—Kindergarten Round Up; 

8th Grade Promotion & JH Awards 

10—Field Day 3rd-6tth grades 

11—Graduation 

Student of the Month 
The Diller-Odell Elementary 

March Student of the Month is 
Max Knabe.  Max always comes to 
school with a positive smile.  He 
applies that positive attitude to 

every part of his day, whether he 
is working or playing or helping 
out a friend.  He can always be 
counted on to listen and to make 
good choices even when others 

may not be.  Max loves to learn and 
be creative and has the makings of a great Griffin!  He is the                   

kindergarten son of John & Ranay Knabe.  Congratulations Max! 



Diller-Odell Board of Education                                             
High School Media Center-Diller 

March 11, 2024 
Regular Board Meeting—7:00 pm 

Present:  Adam Engelman, Angie Clifford, Dusty Duis & Kasey 
Murphy.  Absences of Paul Kostal & Kolin Kotas excused. 
Motion to approve minutes of last meeting made by Angie 
Clifford seconded by Dusty Duis  Passed with 4 yea, 0 nay. 
Due to speech night, No Student Report. 
The Diller Foundation Youth Survey Results presentation was 
rescheduled for the April Board meeting. 
Principal Mezger reported to the Board on Spring activities. 
Motion to approve Senior Sneak Schedule made by Kasey 
Murphy and seconded by Dusty Duis.  Passed with 4 yea, 0 
nay. 
Motion to approve resignation of Jacki Tegtmeier from her 
teaching position effective at the end of the school year made 
by Angie Clifford and seconded by Kasey Murphy. Motion 
passed with 4 yea, 0 nay.  The Board thanked Mrs. Jacki 
Tegtmeier for her nine years of service to the School District, 
and wished her well. 
Motion to approve Principal contract for Dylan Hinrichs 2024-
2025 made by Adam Engelman and seconded by Kasey Mur-

phy.  Motion passed with 4 yea, 0 nay. The Board set the ad-
ministrative contract for Mr. Hinrichs at 195 days with a salary 
of $85,000.  Mr. Hinrichs will be the full time Principal at the 
elementary beginning August 2024. 
Motion to approve administrative salaries for 2024-2025 made 
by Dusty Duis and seconded by Angie Clifford.  Motion passed 
with 4 yea, 0 nay.  The Board set superintendent Meyerle’s 
administrative contract at $164,000 for 2024-2025 and Princi-
pal Mezger’s administrative contract at $118,000 for 2024-
2025. 
The Board reviewed extra duty recommendations. 
Superintendent Meyerle noted that with Mrs. Tegtmeier mov-
ing to the ESU and working with the districts 18021 year olds 
at SCC, he did not plan on filling the position at the HS. 
Motion to approve bills as presented made by Angie Clifford 
and seconded by Kasey Murphy.  Motion passed with 4 yea 
and 0 nay.   
Some Board members will be attending the annual NRCSA 
Conference this week.  
Motion to adjourn made by Kasey Murphy and seconded by 
Angie Clifford  Passed with 4 yea, 0 nay.   
Vice President Engelman adjourned the meeting at 7:33 pm.  
The next regular meeting is scheduled for April 8, 2024 at 
Elementary.  

“Grief does not change you.  It reveals you.”—John Green 



“A light has gone out of our lives. But, the love you gave will shine forever.” 

Myth #1: Autistic people are mentally ill.                          
People with autism are twice more likely to suffer 
from a mental health disorder especially when 
they are not diagnosed early and given proper 
intervention. However, having autism does not 
make someone “mentally ill.” Instead, autism af-
fects the brain structure since it is categorized as 
a neurological disorder.   

Myth #2: Autism is only for children.                                         
Autism spectrum disorder affects all kinds of peo-
ple no matter their race or age or socioeconomic 
status. On the other hand, autism is more com-
monly diagnosed in children especially when 
they show obvious symptoms of the disorder. 
Children with autism can grow up and become 
teens or even adults who are left undiagnosed 
unless someone professional or those familiar 
with autism can point out obvious signs of the 
disorder.  

Myth #3: Children with autism can grow out of it.  
Children with autism cannot outgrow the disor-
der since it’s not a phase or a stage.  In fact, au-
tism is a lifelong disorder. The only way someone 
with autism can manage their symptoms is 
through specific treatments like applied behavior 
therapy. Proper diet and exercise also play a role 
in managing autism. Since autism is a spectrum 
disorder, every individual’s needs are also unique 
and different.  

Myth #4: Children or people with autism are 
very smart (or not).                                                                         
Autism signs and symptoms vary from person to 
person. Some children with autism exhibit lan-
guage delays. Others are totally nonverbal. Some 
have difficulty interacting with their peers. Some 
individuals diagnosed with autism manage to 
function highly and live independently without 
requiring much support. Simultaneously, certain 
individuals demonstrate superior intelligence lev-
els, notwithstanding their ASD diagnosis. 

Myth #5: People with autism are violent and 
dangerous.                                                                                           
Most of the time, people or children with autism 
tend to be violent due to outside stressors that 
causes emotional distress. Sometimes, these vio-
lent tendencies are shown in the form of 
“tantrums” or other aggressive acts. In some cas-
es, some people with autism resort to self-harm 
like banging their heads or biting their 
arms. Usually, an overload of outside sensory 
stimuli causes people with autism to suffer from 
emotional distress. The sensory overload they ex-

perience cause someone with autism to lash out 
or react violently. When this happens, proper in-
tervention is very important to help the autistic 
child calm down in a stressful environment and 
situation. Here, the parent’s or guardian’s support 
and care play a crucial role in making the autistic 
child or person feel loved and secure.                              
Myth #6: People with autism cannot form rela-
tionships.                                                                                      
One of the most common misconceptions 
among people with autism is that they don’t 
want to form relationships with others.  The truth 
is, people with autism actually want to form rela-
tionships with their peers and family. The only 
problem is that social interactions are a big chal-
lenge for them since people on the spectrum 
have difficulty understanding social cues. This 
doesn’t mean that they don’t want to form any 
kind of relationship with other people. This is 
where offering emotional support, guidance, and 
understanding them on a different level can 
make a lot of difference for those on the spec-
trum. 

Myth #7: Vaccines cause autism.                                                          
Previously, many believed that the vaccine component 
known as thimerosal was a primary cause for autism 
spectrum disorder (ASD). This theory sparked much 
controversy and led to its eventual removal from vac-
cines.  Interestingly enough, rather than seeing a re-
duction in ASD cases sans thimerosal, the number of 
autism spectrum disorder diagnoses worldwide in-
creased significantly. This unexpected outcome de-
bunked the notion that vaccines are a cause of autism.  

Myth #8: There is a cure for autism.                                     
Unfortunately, autism has no known cure. At the 
moment, people with autism manage their 
symptoms with the help of therapy and other 
similar treatment options. Since autism is a life-
long disorder, natal screening and evaluation are 
very important to provide early diagnosis and in-
tervention. 

APRIL IS AUTISM AWARENESS MONTH—MYTHS OF AUTISM 



“There is no pain so great as the memory of joy in present grief.”—Aeschylus 

This Postcard was purchased in a bundle 
of old postcards at an auction in Fair-
bury in the early 2000s.  It is addressed 
to Mr. Otto Conrad in Fairbury, NE.  
The front says “Greetings from Odell, 
Nebr”.  he card was written on July 15, 1908 and states “Lonesome.  Nothing to drink”, It is signed 
“Yours, A.T.S.”?  If anyone has an idea of who may have sent this, let me know!  I find this postcard interesting as it seems 
to be similar to us sending a phone text to someone today. 



“I will not say: do not weep; for all ears are not evil.”—JR Tolkien 

April 2024 
 As a priest, I proclaim to my people, Sun-
day after Sunday, almost the entirety of the New 
Testament.  This happens over the span of three 
years.  We read abundant portions of the Old 
Testament too. The Psalms are a bedrock every 
Sunday, and many of the prophetic books are 
read.   
 In Sacred Scripture, God speaks to man in 
a human way, a way that we can understand.  
The human authors, all the way from Moses to 
Matthew, were each writing to affirm some truth 
which God wanted them to reveal by their 
words. 
 The sacred authors wrote in different 
times and cultures.  They were also affected by 
literary genres in use at the time as well as the 
modes of feeling, speaking, and narrating.  Pro-
phetic and poetic styles, as well as Gospel narra-
tives, express the truth in various ways.   
 Sacred Scripture is inspired by God the 
Holy Spirit.  To interpret the differing authors, 
the Scriptures must be read and interpreted in 
the light of this same Holy Spirit. 
 All of the Scriptures, Old and New Testa-
ments, are unified in God’s plan of salvation 
through Christ Jesus.  The Old Testament points 

to all that Christ said and did, while the New 
Testament fulfills all of the prophecies which had 
been proclaimed about the Lord. 
 It has been said that the Sacred Scripture 
is written principally in the Church’s heart rather 
than in documents and records.  The Holy Spirit 
gives the Church the spiritual interpretation of 
the Scriptures.   
 When reading the Scriptures, the analogy 
of faith is interwoven throughout its pages.  This 
analogy means that the coherence of the truths 
of faith are united among themselves and within 
the whole plan of Revelation.  In other words, 
the faith expressed in one part of the Bible can-
not be contradicted by anything found in another 
part. 
 I enjoyed the Bible when I was a child.  
But now I can say that I love the Sacred Scrip-
tures.  The Sacred Word of God is received by 
each generation and then handed down to the 
next.  You could say that the books of the Bible 
bring forth salvation in Christ to all generations.  
The catchy acronym given to the word “bible” is 
proven true again and again:  Basic Instructions 
Before Leaving Earth. 

Rev. Loras K. Grell 
Pastor of St. Mary Church, Odell 

Basic Instructions Before Leaving Earth 



“To live in hearts we leave behind is not to die.”—Thomas Campbell 



Area April Birthdays  

1—Rick Zarybnicky & Ron Zarybnicky 

2—Amy Schramm, Brad Vitosh, &                             
Emily Wendland 

3—Tyler Wolken 

5—Scott Beran, Larry Lawton,                                     
Walker Schramm, & Bob Wellsandt 

6—Eric Hackler, Terri Kostal, &                                
Athena Wendland 

7—Kadin Colgrove, Travis Creek, &                                
William K Scheele 

8—Sean Rickers & Micheal Riggert 

9—Canaan Larsen 

11—Skyler Folkers & Joey Thomas 

12—Teagan Kapke & Arlin Koch 

13—Liam Goeking & Tatum Goeking 

14—Libby Huwaldt 

15—Logan Banahan, Dianne Holst,                              
Jim Stanosheck, Will Stanosheck, & Revel Weyer 

16—Sharon Rosenthal 

17—Ethan Thorp, Kelly Vitosh, & Neleigh Weers 

18—Shawna Barnts,  & Ryan Thomas  

19—Elaena Cowles, Janel Hynek, Sara Keuten,                              
& Dylan Oberembt 

21—Karen Stohs 

22—Carly Meyerle 

23—Ed Goeking, Jeanne McIntyre,                                 
Travus Snyder, &  Xavier Zabokrtsky 

24—Larry Germer & Dustin Kenning 

25—Ed Hajek 

26—Mykal Folkers, Greg Novotny,                   
Madeline Parde, & Holden Rees 

28—Kelly Burken, Lucille Bush,                                      
Darlene Keuten, Andi Oberembt,                                            
Becky Saathoff, & Joey Schnuelle 

29—David Henrichs, James Knabe, & Avery Logan 

30—Ryan Blake 

 

“Little by little we let go of loss, but not of love.” 
Happy Birthday to Joseph Stuckwisch on               

April 6th!  Love, Your Family & Friends 
Happy Birthday to Jayna Novotny on April 7th!  

Love, Your Family & Friends 

Happy Birthday to Krys Bures on April 6th!          
Enjoy your Day!  Dad & Mom Bures 

Happy Birthday to Gwen Vitosh on April 6th!  
Marvin & Marlene 

Happy Birthday to Marlene Bures on  6!  Love, 
Your Family & Friends 

Happy Birthday to Courtney Scott on April 20!  
Have a great day and many more!                                    
From Grandpa & Grandma Bures 

Happy Anniversary to Dave & Krys Bures on 
April 6th!  Enjoy your day!  Dad & Mom Bures 

Happy Birthday to Preston Stuckwisch on                        
April 14th!  Love, Your Family & Friends 

Happy Birthday to Raleigh O’Neil on April 24!                    
Love, Your Family & Friends 



“The song is ended but the melody lingers on.”—Irvin Berlin 


