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April is Autism Awareness Month 
You may have someone in your family with autism or know 
someone with autism.  This month is Autism Awareness 
Month—but what exactly do we need to be aware of?  We 
need to educate ourselves on the facts regarding autism, not 
the rumors and criticism of it.  It is a fact that 1 in 54 children 
are affected with autism and that boys are 4 times more likely 
to have it.  We also need to know the fact that research is 
ongoing, studies and research are always changing, so we need 
to stay aware and open to continually educating ourselves and 
not getting stuck in what we “think” we already know. (contd)   



“Don’t judge anyone simply on what you heard.” 

Autism Awareness, cont’d 
from cover: 
Autism rates have almost tripled 
from 1 in 150 in  2000, to 1 in 54 
today.  Is this diagnosis simply 
the “trend” or is it just that we 
are getting better at identifying it?  
Diagnosis isn’t just a simple medi-
cal test, but a combination of 
medical diagnoses and records 
from schools and health care 
providers.  Advances in diagnos-
tic capabilities and better under-
standing of the disorder are part 
of the reason for the increase in 
cases, however, genetic factors 
and possibly some environmental 
factors also contribute.  The 
ONE thing research is clear on 
this the fact that autism has noth-
ing to do with vaccines.   
It has been recommended that all 
toddlers be screened for autism 
during routine checkups at their 
pediatrician.  A lot of major pedi-
atricians have universal screening, 

however it isn’t yet happening 
consistently.  And if it does hap-
pen, and the pediatrician refers 
parents to additional testing and 
services, this follow up is often 
ignored.  As of January 2023, half 
of kids in the US are being 
screened. 
There is always a possibility of 
misdiagnosis.  As we are learning 
more and more about other neu-
rological disorders, and often 
symptoms are similar, we in-
crease the possibility of a misdi-
agnosis.  For example, a doctor 
might see a child and won’t be 
able to tell if it’s ADHD, autism, 
or a mild intellectual disability.   
Beyond the improvements in di-
agnostics, genetic factors could 
be driving up the cases of autism.  
One analysis found that 83% of 
the risk of developing autism 
comes from inherited genetic 
factors.  A child can inherit risk 
factors from one or both par-

ents, and older parents carry 
higher risks.  The trend in par-
ents waiting to have children un-
til they are older is a contributing 
factor.   
Environmental factors haven’t 
been proven to be much of a fac-
tor for autism, but they can ag-
gravate underlying genetic risks.   
Studies are currently happening 
to see if viral infections in chil-
dren or things like vitamin D de-
ficiency may contribute to the 
risks of having autism, but there 
is great work to be done yet.   
What you can learn from all of 
this is to stay aware, watch for 
the facts that emerge from stud-
ies, be open-minded, and most of 
all be compassionate.   
Autism is a disorder of levels and 
layers.  There is no one cause 
and no one fix.  Each case is 
unique.  We need to support the 
children who do have the disor-
der and their families.   



“Don’t judge each day by the harvest you reap, but by the seeds you plant.”—Robert Lewis Stevenson 

RESURRECTION JOY 
For Christians, the resurrection of Jesus from the dead 
is a real, historical event.  As early as 56 AD, St. Paul in 
his First Letter to the Corinthians mentioned it.  Paul 
says, “He (Jesus) appeared to Cephas and then to the 
Twelve.” 
The angels at the empty tomb were great messengers 
from heaven to herald Christ’s resurrection.  The Gos-
pel of John reports that one angel was at the head and 
another at the foot of the place where Jesus’ entombed 
body had been.  Matthew’s Gospel gives the curious 
detail of an angel sitting on top of the large stone that 
had covered the tomb.  The angels said things like “why 
do you seek the living among the dead?”, and “He is 
not here, for He has been raised, just as He said.” 
Mary Magdalene and the holy women with her came to 
anoint Jesus’ body on that first Easter Sunday.  They 
were greeted by Jesus, who told them to tell the apos-
tles of His resurrection.  Mary Magdalene for this rea-
son is sometimes called the Apostle to the Apostles.  
The reading where Peter and the disciple whom Jesus 
loved was always fascinating to me as a child.  I had im-
ages of the disciple who Jesus loved daring past Peter 

to get to the 
tomb first.  I 
had images of 
Peter huffing 
and puffing 
when he finally 
arrived.  The 
one who arrived 
first saw the 
linen cloths lying 
there in such a 
way that he 
knew the ab-
sence of Jesus’ 
body had no 
human explana-
tion. 
St. Peter and 
the Twelve 

Apostles are considered the primary witnesses to the 
resurrection.  But Paul speaks in one of his letters of 
Jesus appearing to more than 500 persons at the same 
time.  This is a key piece of evidence, for if the resurrec-
tion was phony in any way, one of these 500 would have 
spoken up that Jesus had not really appeared.   
The shocking nature of the resurrection led one of the 
Twelve, Thomas, to not believe the others who had 
seen Jesus risen from the dead.  The disciples' faith in 
Christ was drastically tested during His Passion.  The 
two disciples on the road to Emmaus are described as 
being sad.  This lack of faith among the disciples, ironi-
cally, helps build the case for the historical certainty of 
Jesus’ resurrection. 
In one post-resurrection appearance, Jesus is reported 
to have eaten some fish to prove that He was not a 
ghost.  He also cooked breakfast for those who went 
fishing with Simon Peter.  In this latter incident, Our 
Lord was not instantly recognizable because His risen 
body shone with the glory of heaven.   
Statistics show that over two billion in the world today 
are believers in Christ Jesus.  His resurrection is the 
crowning truth of the faith that proclaims Jesus as the 
Savior of the world.  God became man in Jesus Christ 
because He will all men to be save from their sins.  
If it sounds too good to be true, it is!  Happy Easter!  
Father Loras Grell 



“Through judgement, we separate,.  Through understanding, we grow.”—Doe Zantamata 

Odell “Originals” -  1911 in Odell 

By 1911, organizations that were not church-
related began to have a great deal of support.  The 
Odell Band was regularly giving concerts, many of 
them outdoors, and $600 was spent on new instru-
ments.  The band, numbering 20 in 1911, played at 
the Steele City Fourth of July celebration.  Other 
musical groups, such as Mrs. Pickett’s 18 students, 
gave recitals and concerts.  Although Odell had had 
a baseball team for several years, a baseball club 
was organized in 1911 and ground was secured in 
the Krotz pasture for a ball field.  But, the churches 
still dominated social functions and fellowship. 
(from Odell Nebraska, A History, Part 4, 1910-1919) 



“Judgement prevents us from seeing the good that lies beyond appearances.”—Wayne Dyer 



Judgementalism, Part 1 
What is it and does it get in the way of changed behav-
ior?  Judgementalism is having judgmental behavior or 
attitude.  I for sure know I have this issue very often and 
am working on it daily.   
It is an eternal truth that no one likes being judged nega-
tively.  Even if the judgement may be correct or have 
elements of truth to it, you still get offended and reject 
it.  As much as we don’t like being judged like this, we 
daily struggle with being the judger.   
Today I want to discuss the judgement of teenagers.  
We often look at teenagers today, and lop them in with 
who we were as teenagers.  I am 50 now, so that means 
3 decades have passed since I have been a teenager my-
self, so how could I possibly think these kids are like I 
was?  Although there are some similarities, because we 
are all human, there are many more differences.  Here 
are just a few for you to consider: 
1. My generation, Gen X, had the most “in-person” fun 

of any other generation...parties, drinking, smoking, 
casual sex, etc.  This generation, Gen Z, does most 
of their social interacting on their screens.  Their in-
person interactions are MUCH more innocent that 
ours were.  They tend to “hang out” as friends, 

game together, and don’t look at every get together 
as a time to drink and “mess around”. 

2. Because of these screens, Gen Z is highly aware that 
what they do will be shared, so they are much 
“pickier” and alert about the things they are doing 
with others.  Gen X could literally “get away with 
anything” because no one was recording or taking 
photos that could be shared on social media. 

3. Gen Z has access to the world—they have so much 
more information, that they can spend their time in 
discussion about so many topics and have the urge 
to make the world a better place at a much younger 
age.  Basically, they feel they have a lot to accom-
plish and fix, so they don’t waste their time on cer-
tain activities like Gen X used to.   

Just some things to consider when you are considering 
the “kids these days.” 

“When you judge others, you don’t define them, you define yourself.”—Earl Nightingale 



“Sus = Suspicious; Shady”  

Diller-Odell 

Post Prom 

Thanks the 

Sponsors! 



March Student of the Month 
The Diller-Odell March               
Student of the Month is                 

Preston Kostal.  Preston is 
someone who comes in and 

works hard every day.  He has 
really worked hard to make 

himself better each day.   We 
are so proud of all the hard 

work he has done this year in 
the 5th grade classroom.                  

Preston has worked to be a  
respectful and responsible               
Griffin.  He is the son of                               
Brent and Abby Kostal.                   

Congratulations Preston!  

S c h o o l  a n d  Y o u t h  N e w s  

April & May Events @ School 

April 6—Early Dismissal 

7-10—NO SCHOOL 

10—Booster Club Meeting in Diller @ 7 p 

20—Griffin JH Track Invite 

26—6th Grade Orientation 

27—Kindergarten Roundup 

May 1—HS Fine Arts @ 7:00 p 

May 4—Elementary Fine Arts @ 7:00 p 

May 5—Last Day for Seniors 

May 8—Elementary Awards @ 2:30 p 

HS Awards @ 7:00 p 
May 11—JH Awards &                                        

8th Grade Promotion @ 6:00 p 

May 13—Gradation @ 2:00 p 

May 17—LAST DAY, Early Dismissal 



Diller-Odell Board of Education 
High School Media Center 
Monday, March 13, 2023 

Regular Board Meeting—7:00 pm 
Present:  Paul Kostal,  Adam Engelman, 
Dusty Duis, & Kasey Murphy.  Motion 
to approve minutes of last meeting 
made by Adam Engelman, seconded by 
Kasey Murphy. Passed with 4 yea, 0 nay. 
Jack Moles, Executive Director of the 
Nebraska Rural Community Schools 
Association, gave a report to the 
Board on their membership and recent 
happenings in the legislature.  The 
Board appreciated Jack’s willingness to 
present to the Board and his dedica-
tion to Nebraska schools. 
Principal Mezger reported on upcom-
ing assessments, Kindergarten Round-
up (April 28), Dr. Seuss Week, as well 
as other recent student activities.  
Congratulations to Coach Coufal and 
Coach Theye on their recent Speech 
Championships in Pioneer Conference 
and District Meets.  Best of luck at the 
State Meet! 
No Student Report. 
Motion to approve Senior Sneak 
Schedule made by Adam Engelman and 
seconded by Dusty Duis.  Motion 
passed with 4 yea, 0 nay.   
Motion to accept the resignation of 
Jeanne Skidmore from her teaching 
position effective at the end of the 
school year made by Kasey Murphy 
and seconded by Adam Engelman.  
Motion passed with 4 yea, 0 nay.   
Motion to approve teaching contract 
for Heather Heble for 2023-24 made 
by Dusty Duis and seconded by Kasey 
Murphy.  Motion passed with 4 yea, 0 
nay.   
Motion to approve teaching contract 
for Carson Ebeling for 2023-24 made 
by Adam Engelman and seconded by 
Kasey Murphy.  Motion passed with 4 
yea, 0 nay.   
Motion to approve Classified Staff sala-
ries for 2023-24 made by Dusty Duis 
and seconded by Kasey Engelman.  
Motion passed with 4 yea, 0 nay.   
Superintendent Meyerle reported that 
there have been issues with cold tem-
peratures int eh link to the new gym.  
The issue was resolved with added 
insulation.  Casper’s Construction 
took care of the cost.  The Board 
thanks Casper’s for their continued 

attention and dedication to the new 
addition and our school. 
Superintendent Meyerle reported to 
the Board that he was moving forward 
with some cost reductions.  The de-
ductions are to counteract LB644 
(postcard bill).  Superintendent 
Meyerle and the Board hope that the 
decrease in spending will allow for the 
avoidance of the bright pink postcards 
being mailed out, and would not re-
quire participation by the school in the 
joint county meeting.  Valuations and 
real growth are still a key component 
and those numbers are unknown until 
August 20. 
Superintendent Meyerle noted his dis-
pleasure with the formula that dictates 
a school’s tax request.  There is a lot 
of “real growth” in Lincoln, Grand 
Island, Kearney, etc., but in rural areas 
the “real growth” will be limited, 
which means a school’s allowable 
growth on a tax request will be lower.  
If a school needs to exceed its allowa-
ble amount, then the postcards go out 
and the school needs to attend the 
joint meeting. 
School Finance is an ongoing question 
at the state level.  We are hoping 
things change for the better for 2024-
25 regarding the state’s contribution. 
At this point with continued increases 
in staffing salaries, costs of benefits and 
inflation, Superintendent Meyerle is 
planning on reducing spending by ap-
proximately $220,000.  Reductions are 
made up from the following: 
· No new bus purchase 
· No summer custodial work 

from the kitchen staff at the 
elementary 

· 25% cut in Hillyard supplies 
· No furniture orders 
· Reducing one Mental Health 

position.  Will retain one posi-
tion with the ESU 

· Reduce one spot at the Alterna-
tive Education School at the 
ESU 

· Possible OT reductions with 
the ESU 

· Tech support from the ESU 
reduced by .5 days a week 
(retain 2 days a week) 

· Assistant HS Football Coaching 
position 

· Assistant Volleyball Coaching posi-
tion. 

· Assistant HS Track Coaching posi-
tion 

· JH Track Coaching position. 
· No window/floor/door work 
· Eliminate a Small Vehicle Driver 
· Reduce one Para position at the 

elementary to .5 time. 
Superintendent Meyerle gave the 
Board an update on teacher negotia-
tion information.  Negotiations will be 
held int eh fall for the 2024-25 school 
year. 
He also gave an update on the upcom-
ing MUDECAS All-Star Basketball 
games that will be held in Odell on 
March 18.  It is the first year for the 
games.  The MUDECAS Association 
thanks Diode Technologies for their 
sponsorship and all of the players and 
coaches for their willingness to partici-
pate.   
Motion to approve bills as presented 
made by Dusty Duis and seconded by 
Adam Engelman.  Passed with 4 yea, 0 
nay. 
Motion to adjourn made by Adam 
Engelman and seconded by Kasey 
Murphy. Passed with 4 yea, 0 nay.   
President Kostal adjourned the 
meeting at 7:54 pm.    
The next regular Board meeting is 
scheduled for April 10, 2023, 7 pm  
at the Elementary in Diller 

S c h o o l  a n d  Y o u t h  N e w s  



“Gen Z-we are the generation of “we”.  We can be whoever we want to be, but we will do it together.”—Ziad Ahmed 

Diller-Odell FFA Participates in 
the State Convention in Lincoln.  
Things have finally settled down 
from State FFA Convention, 
March 29-31, and it was a great 
time! Long hours of studying and 
competing, with little hours of 
sleep, but it was fun!                                   
15 members spent their time in 

Lincoln competing in qualified events, toured Frontier 
Cooperative, attended VERY inspiring sessions, spent 
time in workshops, touring UNL’s East Campus, and 
yes, had some fun!                                                                  
Many members that competed in CDE’s placed above 
50% of the entire state, earning themselves ribbons - 
purple being the top, then blue, red, and white.                   
The Agronomy Team of Kate, Ellie, Brennan, and Da-
vid competed, and earned a white ribbon as a team.                     
The Food Science Team of Callan, Joely, Maddie, and 
Morgan competed and earned a white ribbon as a 
team. Callan also placed 7th in the state!                            
The Agriscience Team of Jacob, Aidan, Kaden, and 
Kailyn competed and earned a red ribbon as a team.              
Sidney was able to give her Discovery Speech over 

the Dairy Industry, specifical-
ly Milk Production, and 
earned herself a Silver Medal!        
Students were also tasked with 
meeting people from all over 
the state, and were tasked with 
taking pictures with FFA 
Members and Advisors. This 
was a great way for them to 
gain social skills, as well as 
network with those across the 
state!                                                                                       
After all was said and done, 
students enjoyed a meal at HuHot Mongolian Grill on 
the chapter.                                                                                     
All of this would not have been possible without all of 
the preparation, planning driving students across Lin-
coln. A TREMENDOUS thank you goes out to Patrick 
McKinney. Patrick took time out of his busy schedule 
to drive, chaperone, and experience all of the State 
FFA Convention with the students. This wouldn’t have 
been such a great experience if it weren’t for Patrick 
volunteering his time for our students.  Submi ed by 
Mr. Tanner Nun 

State Proficiency Award Results are in! 

Earlier in the year, students filled out Proficiency Award 
Applications, which are applications to recognize a stu-
dent’s hard work in their Supervised Agricultural Experi-
ence (SAE). 

Those applications were judged at the District Review, 
and those applications that received a Gold Rating, and 
placed in the Top 3 of the district, advanced to the State 
Review in Kearney. The Top 3 Proficiency Award Appli-
cations from each area were selected to have students 
interview about their SAE to determine a State Winner. 

Today, 3 Proficiency Award Applications from Diller-
Odell were recognized on stage during the 4th General 
Session. The results are below: 

-Dairy Entrepreneurship: Alli, 3rd Place 

-Dairy Placement: Preston, 1st Place & State Winner 

-Dairy Placement: Alli, 3rd Place 

Preston’s State Winning Proficiency Award will now be 

sent on to the Na-
tional FFA Review 
in Fall. 

Congratulations to 
Alli & Preston! 
This is a VERY 
impressive honor! Preston & Allison Engelman 

Agronomy Team:  David McCown,                            
Brennan Schultis, Ellie Weers, & Kate Kostal 

Diller-Odell FFA 

Silver Medalist,                   
Sidney Engelman 



Area April Birthdays 

1—Rick Zarybnicky & Ron Zarybnicky 

2—Kolin Kotas, Amy Schramm, Brad Vitosh, & 
Emily Wendland 

3—Tyler Wolken 

5—Scott Beran, Larry Lawton,                               
Walker Schramm, & Bob Wellsandt 

6—Marlene Bures, Eric Hackler, Terry Kostal, 
Gwen Vitosh, & Athena Wendland 

7—Kadin Colgrove, Travis Creek, &                            
William K Scheele 

8—Sean Rickers & Mike Riggert 

9—Canaan Larsen 

11—Skylar Folkers 

12—Teahan Kapke & Arlin Koch 

13—Liam Goeking & Tatum Goeking 

14—Libby Huwaldt 

15—Logan Banahan, Dianne Holst,                              
Jim Stanosheck, Will Stanosheck, & Revel Weyer 

16—Sharon Rosenthal 

17—Ethan Thorp, Kelly Vitosh, & Neleigh Weers 

18—Shawna Barnts 

19—Elaena Cowles, Sara Keuten, Janel Hynek, & 
Dylan Oberembt 

20—Courtney Scott & Roger Barnts 

21—Karen Stohs 

22—Carly Meyerle 

23—Ed Goeking, Jeanne McIntyre,                              
Travus Snyder, & Xavier Zabokrtsky 

14—Larry Germer & Dustin Kenning 

25—Ed Hajek 

26—Brooke Lienemann 

27—Mykal Folkers & Greg Novotny 

28—Kelly Burken, Lucille Bush, Darlene Keuten, 
Andi Oberembt, & Becky Saathoff 

29—David Henrichs, Justin Henrichs,                    
James Knabe, & Avery Logan 

30—Ryan Blake 

“Be curious, not judgmental.”—Walt Whitman 

Happy Birthday to Krys Bures on April and a 
very Happy Anniversary to Dave & Krys on                      

April 6th!  Love, Dad & Mom Bures! 

Happy Birthday to Preston Stuckwisch on  
April 14th!  Love, Paul, Joyce, Melina, & Kate 

Happy bday to April 2nd to the best hubs                
I ever had!  Have a great day Brad!                       

Love—Amy, kids, and grands! 

Happy Birthday to Raleigh O’Neil on April 24th!  
Love, Paul, Joyce, Melina, & Kate 

Happy Birthday to Mike Riggert on April 8th!  
Love, Kris, your family & friends 

Happy 40th Anniversary to April 22nd to the 
hubs, Brad!  I Love You So Much-Amy 

Happy bday to our SIL, Kolin Kotas,                              
on April 2nd!  Love, Brad & Amy 

Happy Birthday to Gwen Vitosh on April 6th!  
From, Marvin, Marlene, Dave & Krys, & Family! 

Happy Birthday to Joseph 
Stuckwisch on April 6th!  

Love, Paul, Joyce,                            
Melina, & Kate 

Happy Birthday to Maddie Parde on April 27th!  
Love, Your Family & Friends 

Happy 11th Birthday to Holden Riggert on April 6th 
from Grandpa & Grandma 



“Doing the best at this moment, puts you in the best place for the next moment.”—Oprah 


